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Dear Expedition Member,

Thank you for applying to go on an e3 Partners / I am Second Expedition! 
We will Go Global to share the story and power of Jesus, make disciples, and 
begin new spiritual communities. You will join a community service project 
with your team to help those in need.

This expedition will be a faith adventure. As you step out in faith, God will 
work in and through you in new and powerful ways.

e3 Partners has been working overseas and in America for over twenty-five 
years to equip, evangelize, and establish spiritual communities.  

“Equipping God’s people to Evangelize the lost and Establish His church” 
is where e3 gets its name. This is e3’s heartbeat, and it is magnified in the  
U.S. through I am Second.

You will receive several equipping tools used on all expeditions. These 
tools have been developed after years of experience in overseas missions. 
You can learn more about e3 at e3partners.org and about I am Second at 
iamsecond.com. By going on an Expedition, you are joining thousands of 
other Americans going on over 160 expeditions to more than 30 nations this 
year alone.

This “Starter” material includes a Support Raising Guide to help you 
prepare for the journey ahead. If you are raising support, this guide is a must 
read. It includes lots of practical information.

We are so excited that you are joining us in this adventure! We are thankful 
to have you Go Global with us!

Until the Whole World Hears,

Gloria Stewart
Director of e3 Mission
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Raising the funds needed  
for your expedition might 
sound like a scary task. For 
most people, it’s true  
that “raising support” is a 
faith-stretching experience. 
However, you can be  
sure that if God calls you  
to go on Expedition, 

HE’LL PROVIDE THE
NECESSARY MEANS. 
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The Lord provides in a variety of 
ways. He’s already given the funds 
to some. For most, God wants to 
use others to supply the needed 
money. Remember, the proper 
focus is critical. THIS EXPEDITION 
TRIP (including the support-raising 
process) IS NOT ABOUT YOU! It’s 
about God and what He wants to do.

Raising support for Expeditions is 
clearly a biblical concept.  
Jesus and His disciples were supported  
by others.

And it came about after this, that He began 

going about from one city and village to 

another, proclaiming and preaching the 

Kingdom of God; and the twelve were 

with Him…and many others who were 

contributing to their support out of their 

private means.  Luke 8:1-3

Even Paul was financially supported.  
He accepted this support with enthusiasm, 
knowing that those who gave to his  
ministry were building up treasures in 
heaven. Paul encouraged people to give  
generously, writing:

Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek for 

the profit which increases to your account. 

But I have received everything in full, and 

have an abundance; I am amply supplied, 

having received from Epaphroditus what you 

have sent, a fragrant aroma, an acceptable 

sacrifice, well-pleasing to God. And my God 

shall supply all your needs according to His 

riches in glory in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 

4:17-19

RAISING THE FUNDS YOU NEED TO GO
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Whoever sows sparingly will also reap 

sparingly, and whoever sows generously 

will also reap generously. Each man should 

give what he has decided in his heart to 

give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 

for God loves a cheerful giver…Now he who 

supplies seed to the sower and bread for 

food will also supply and increase your store 

of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your 

righteousness.  2 Corinthians 9:6-7,10

For you know the grace of the Lord Jesus 

Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your 

sake He became poor, that you through His 

poverty might become rich.  

2 Corinthians 8:9

As believers use their material  
possessions to further the work of Christ, 
God is glorified.

For the ministry of this service is not only 

fully supplying the needs of the saints, 

but is also overflowing through many 

thanksgivings to God.   

2 Corinthians 9:12

Where do I start?
We recommend that you start the 
fundraising process by sending out 
letters to people in your circle of 
influence, asking for prayer and financial 
support. By stepping out in faith to GO, 
you’re providing these people with an 
opportunity to be directly involved in the 
Great Commission.

Many Christians are willing to share their 
material possessions so others can be 
made spiritually rich. The reward for these 
investments will be realized in heaven as 
people from every tribe, tongue and nation 
gather together at Jesus’ feet in worship.

‘ How beautiful are 
the feet of those who 
bring good news!’ 
ROMANS 10:15
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Don’t be shy about who receives your 
letters. Send them to family, friends, 
co-workers and anyone who might want 
to know what you’re about to do and be 
able to help. You might even consider 
contacting non-believing acquaintances. 
In so doing, you may have an opportunity 
to share the Gospel with them.

As far as your church goes, we suggest 
going to your pastor, youth leader or 
whomever is in authority over you, and ask 
for their advice and help. Some churches 
have Missions committees that welcome 
funding requests. With permission, you 
may be able to approach small groups 
and Sunday School classes to make 
a presentation about your plans and 
request support—they may even provide 
opportunities for you to seek and find 
someone else from your congregation to  
go with you.

Sending letters
You should send out a lot of letters. In 
general, it’s been proven that more letters 
translates to more funds. Ask the Lord to 
help you come up with a recipient list and 
for creativity and boldness in this venture. 
You’ll be amazed at how God will raise the 
needed funds as you let Him direct you. He 
may really surprise you with the generosity 
of others. This said, fundraising can take 
some time, so don’t procrastinate.

You should write the letter yourself and 
have someone else review it for correct 
spelling and grammar. The body of your 
message can be the same for all recipients; 
however, it’s a good idea to personalize the 
opening or closing comment for each letter 
you send.  

Your letter should be clear, concise, easy  
to read and limited to one page or two at 
the very most.

Letter content should  
cover the following:

• Your call and motivation to go.

• When and where you’re going.

•  Who else is going with you and the 
organization sponsoring the e3 Expedition.

•  What you’ll be doing.

•  To whom you’ll be ministering.

•  What you’re asking from those who get 
your letter: prayer and financial help.

•  A few things you want them to pray for.

•  Specifics regarding financial gifts, 
including the items below:

>  Dollar amount needed.

>  Address where financial gifts should  
be sent. (They should be sent to you,  
so you know who’s given and how  
much has come in.)

>  Checks should be made payable to  
e3 Partners Ministry or I am Second®.

>  All gifts are tax deductible. Donors  
will receive a receipt in the mail from  
the ministry.

>  Credit card donations are welcome  
and can be made through our website  
at www.e3partners.org. (You will need 
to provide the expedition code.)

>  Date by which you need to receive  
the funds.

Thank potential supporters in advance for 
praying and for their financial gifts!

Sample Fundraising Letter 
We’ve included a sample support-raising 
letter on page 7. (Additional sample letters 
are available online at e3partners.org/
helpdesk.) You may use this as a guide, 
however, be sure to add your own personal 
touch and include some details specific to 
your trip.
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Date

Dear ___________,

I am writing to let you know about an exciting opportunity I have to be part 
of a short-term e3 Expedition team going to _[country]_ this _[date]_. My 
trip will be led by e3 Partners Ministry. Together, we’ll take the Good News 
of the Gospel to the people of ________.  

Our team will partner with national churches and believers to target 
unreached areas with the Gospel. Each day I’ll team up with several local 
believers, including a translator, and go home to home sharing Christ with 
those we meet. The nationals we work with are committed to following-up 
with the people who make professions of faith throughout the week—and 
are further dedicated to establishing new churches in these areas! 

I would like to ask you to prayerfully consider partnering with me on this 
Expedition trip. I believe God is calling me to go; however, this can only 
happen if others help send me. As it says in Romans 10:13-15

“ Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? 
And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? 
And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 
And how can they preach unless they are SENT? It is written,

‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!’ ”

Would you consider SENDING me? First, you can commit to pray for me.  
Second, you can give financially to help cover my trip expenses. The total 
cost is $         . The majority of these funds are due by _[date]_.  

If you’d like to be a part of my sending team, please make your check 
payable to “e3 Partners Ministry” and send it to my attention at:  Your 
Address  . You can also contribute online at e3partners.org. 

All gifts are tax deductible. e3 Partners will send you a receipt.

Thank you for prayerfully considering this request. I look forward to 
seeing how the Lord will move as I take this step of faith. Your prayers and 
financial support will be a great blessing to me, as well as to many who’ll 
have an opportunity to hear and respond to the Gospel because you helped 
send me.

In Christ,

Your name
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Keeping track of funds … and thank-
ing those who give!
It’s very important for you to keep track 
of all funds that come in for your trip. We 
recommend you maintain a list of names 
of each person who gives to you along with 
the amount given. This is necessary for a 
couple of reasons. First, you’ll need to be 
aware of how much money comes in to 
know how much more you have to raise. 
Second, it’s imperative for you to thank 
each person who contributes. (At the back 
of this journal, there is space to record 
fund contributions.) We highly recommend 
sending a personal, hand-written thank 
you note to everyone who makes a 
financial gift toward your trip.

You should also be accountable to your 
supporters for what God does through 
you on your Expedition trip. It’s a sacred 
responsibility to report back to those who 
sent you about what you saw the Lord do. 
Follow the example of Paul and Barnabas 
at the end of their first Missionary journey:

From Attalia they sailed back to Antioch, 

where they had been committed to  

the grace of God for the work they had now 

completed. On arriving there,  

they gathered the church together  

and reported all that God had done through 

them and how He had opened the door of 

faith to the Gentiles. 

Acts 14: 26-27

Your sending team will be encouraged 
and strengthened in their faith when you 
report back on how the Lord used you to 
glorify Him on the Mission field.

Sending your funds to e3
As funds come in, you need to send them 
promptly to e3. The general rule is that the 
ministry should receive at least 50% of the 
cost of your Expedition by 90 days prior to 
departure, with 100% due 60 days before 
departure. This is important because 
your e3 team leaders will need to start 
making cash outlays for your trip, including 
purchasing airline tickets. You’ll need to 
check directly with your e3 Expedition 
leaders regarding specific deadlines for 
your trip. 

With the checks you send to e3, you 
should include a completed “Payment 
Coupon.” This form is sent to you via email 
soon after you sign up for an expedition 
online. (Payment coupons can also be 
found online at e3partners.org/helpdesk.)

Each trip is assigned an Expedition Code 
that you’ll need to enter on your payment 
coupon. If you don’t know the code for 
your trip, please contact your Expedition 
leaders for this information.

Please send your checks and completed 
Expedition payment coupon to the 
following address:

e3 Partners Ministry
Attn: Accounting Department
2001 W. Plano Parkway, Ste 2600
Plano, TX 75075
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What happens if all the funds don’t 
come in by the date I need them?
Raising support can be an exercise in 
faith. As your support-raising deadline 
approaches, you may not have received 
100% of the required funds. In this case, 
keep your need in prayer before the Lord. 
He often provides in ways we don’t expect. 
Also inform your expedition leaders about 
your situation. They’ll be able to provide 
counsel and encouragement. 

Be proactive. Call the people who haven’t 
responded to your letters, and remind 
them about your Expedition. Often people 
intend to give, but get distracted from 
sending their gift right away. Sometimes 
they just forget, so personal reminders are 
helpful. Remember, you’re not pressuring 
people to give; you’re letting them know 
about the opportunity Christ has set  
before you and inviting them to invest in 
Kingdom activity.  

30 days prior to departure, your e3 team 
leaders will contact you to discuss your 
funding needs. If you’re close to reaching 
your support goal, you’ll have the option 
to fill out an “e3 Partners Credit Card 
Guarantee Form,” by which you may 
provide e3 with credit card information 
to cover your outstanding balance. This 
doesn’t mean your card will be charged 
right away—or at all. This will happen one 
week before your departure and solely to 
cover any amount of your expedition cost 
that remains unpaid. Your e3 Expedition 
leaders will help you with this process.  

Please note a couple of things. First, the 
ministry must receive 100% of your funds 
on or before the date of your departure. 
Second, e3 Partners does not recommend 
accumulating personal debt to go on 
an Expedition. Therefore, if you use the 
Credit Card Guarantee, please do not take 
on a financial obligation you cannot handle, 

Trust in the Lord with 
all your heart and 
lean not on your own 
understanding; in all 
your ways submit to 
him, and he will make 
your paths straight.

PROVERBS 3:5-6
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especially since all funds you’ve raised can 
be used for an Expedition any time over 
the next calendar year. They can also be 
designated to help send someone else.  

That said, if your support deadline is 
drawing near or has passed and only a 
small percentage of your funds have 
come in, the Lord may be closing a door 
for you to go. The timing may not be right. 
Again, discuss the situation with your e3 
Expedition leaders and get their input.

What happens if I raise more funds 
than I need?
This is a wonderful situation to be in!  
If the Lord provides more funds than you 
need for your e3 Expedition, you have 
several options:

•  You can designate them to help someone 
else on your team, who may not have all 
the funds they need. 

•  You can use them to help send a family 
member or friend on an e3 Expedition any 
time within the next calendar year.

•  You can set them aside to go on another 
e3 Expedition yourself anytime within the 
next calendar year.

•   You can use the funds to help the  
country’s strategy.

If you have extra funds, please talk with 
your e3 team leaders about how you’d like 
to have them designated.
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E X P E D I T I O N  DAT E S :

G O I N G  TO :

Names of e3 Expedition Leaders telephone # email address

1.

2.

3. 

4.

5.

Orientation Meeting Dates:

1.

2.

3.

Expedition Price: 

Expedition Code:

Fundraising Deadlines:

Deposit due by:

50% of funds due by:

100% of funds due by:

my expedition 
info
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MINISTRY PARTNERS
People who received prayer  
& financial support letters

Response/ 
Donation Amount

Thank You 
Note Sent?
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Notes & Follow Up  
Required
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MINISTRY PARTNERS
People who received prayer  
& financial support letters

Response/ 
Donation Amount

Thank You 
Note Sent?
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Notes & Follow Up  
Required
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
Personal Prayer Requests

 

 

Answers to Prayer
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Prayer Requests for Expedition Members

 

 

Answers to Prayer
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NOTES
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Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying:   
Who should I send? Who will go for Us?  I said:  

Here I am. Send me.
ISAIAH 6:8
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